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Medication Administration Certification Section of Rule That Defines Category 1 Medication 

Administration Certification 

July 2021 

51236-06 Qualifications, training, and certification of developmental disabilities personnel who 

perform health-related activities and administer prescribed medication. 

(B) Training programs for developmental disabilities personnel  

(1) Health-related activities and prescribed medication administration training program  

(a) A health-related activities and prescribed medication administration training program provided 

pursuant to this rule, to prepare developmental disabilities personnel to perform health-related 

activities, administer oral prescribed medication, administer topical prescribed medication, administer 

topical over-the-counter musculoskeletal medication, and administer oxygen and metered dose inhaled 

medication, shall be at a minimum a fourteen-hour course; one hour equals sixty minutes of classroom 

instruction. Relevant agency-specific and/or facility-specific material may be added to the department-

approved curriculum described  

(B)(1)(c) of this rule only with additional corresponding classroom instruction time beyond the fourteen-

hour course. 

(b) The department may authorize a registered nurse trainer to provide a portion of the health-related 

activities and prescribed medication administration training program by audio-visual distance learning. 

The department's authorization will be based upon review and approval of a training program syllabus 

and supporting documentation submitted by the registered nurse trainer that demonstrate the audio-

visual distance learning meets the following requirements: 

(c) The health-related activities and prescribed medication administration training program shall 

address:  

(i) A review of an individual's right to self-administer medication, self-administer medication with 

assistance, and participate in steps of medication administration when not able to self-administer 

medication or self-administer medication with assistance.  

(ii) Concepts of person-centered planning relevant to an individual's consent or refusal of prescribed 

medication.  

(iii) Universal precautions for infection control. The registered nurse trainer may waive the universal 

precautions for infection control instruction material and instruction time of the program if the 

developmental disabilities personnel can document training on that topic within the previous year. (iv) A 

review of applicable federal and state drug laws and rules.  

(v) Information and instruction on the concepts underlying each step for correctly administering oral 

prescribed medication, administering topical prescribed medication, administering topical over-the 

counter musculoskeletal medication, and administering oxygen and metered dose inhaled medication 

according to current standards of safe practice, procedures, and techniques.  

(vi) Information and instruction to train the developmental disabilities personnel to administer the right 

medication, at the right dose, to the right individual, by the right route, at the right time and with the 

right documentation.  
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(vii) Written step-by-step directions on how to administer oral prescribed medication, administer topical 

prescribed medication, administer topical over-the-counter musculoskeletal medication, and administer 

oxygen and metered dose inhaled medication.  

(viii) Instruction in the administration of oxygen as prescribed by a licensed health professional 

authorized to prescribe drugs.  

(ix) Instruction in safe storage and transport of oxygen.  

(x) Instruction in the use of pulse oximetry to accurately record an individual's oxygen saturation as 

prescribed by a licensed health professional authorized to prescribe drugs. 5123-6-06 5  

(xi) Instruction in the use of continuous positive airway pressure machines, including biphasic positive 

airway machines, for the delivery of continuous positive airway pressure to treat obstructive sleep 

apnea or sleep-related hypoventilation as prescribed by a licensed health professional authorized to 

prescribe drugs.  

(xii) Instruction in the application of percussion vests to promote airway secretion clearance as 

prescribed by a licensed health professional authorized to prescribe drugs.  

(xiii) Instruction in the use of cough assist devices and insufflators to promote the removal of airway 

secretions in those with respiratory muscle weakness as prescribed by a licensed health professional 

authorized to prescribe drugs.  

(xiv) Instruction in the use of metered dose inhaled medication administered by a hand-held dispenser 

and the use of an aerosol nebulizer to administer a pre-measured medication for the treatment of 

asthma or other respiratory condition as prescribed by a licensed health professional authorized to 

prescribe drugs.  

(xv) Information and instruction in responsibility of developmental disabilities personnel for following 

the step-by-step procedures for administration of all medication and performance of health-related 

activities and completing additional training before attempting any action for which the developmental 

disabilities personnel is not competent.  

(xvi) Information and instruction in responsibility of developmental disabilities personnel for knowing 

the purpose of medication and health-related activities being performed or administered and facilitating 

the reporting of problems, including lack of effectiveness and potential side effects, to a healthcare 

professional.  

(xvii) Instruction in quality measures, including but not limited to, procedures for reporting and 

documenting medication/treatment errors that may occur when performing health-related activities, 

administering oral prescribed medication, administering topical prescribed medication, administering 

topical over-the-counter musculoskeletal medication, and administering oxygen and metered dose 

inhaled medication. 5123-6-06 6  

(xviii) Procedures to be followed in case of medication emergency including when, why, and how to 

contact the employer of developmental disabilities personnel or designee, a healthcare professional, or 

the supervising licensed nurse when medication is administered or a nursing task is performed pursuant 

to nursing delegation.  

(xix) Information about what developmental disabilities personnel may be authorized to perform with 

respect to administering oral prescribed medication, administering topical prescribed medication, 
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administering topical over-the-counter musculoskeletal medication, or administering oxygen and 

metered dose inhaled medication.  

(xx) Limitations with respect to "as needed" (or "PRN") prescribed medication, which state that 

developmental disabilities personnel shall not administer a prescribed medication ordered by a 

physician or other licensed health professional authorized to prescribe drugs when the prescribed 

medication is to be administered as needed, unless the order is written with specific parameters which 

preclude independent judgment.  

(xxi) Limitations with respect to over-the-counter medication which include the need for a prescription 

from a licensed health professional authorized to prescribe drugs to administer all over-the-counter 

medication not authorized for administration by developmental disabilities personnel pursuant to 

section 5123.42 of the Revised Code.  

(xxii) The requirement for specialized training pursuant to this rule for the administration of topical over-

the-counter medication for the purpose of cleaning, protecting, or comforting the skin, hair, nails, teeth, 

or oral surfaces.  

(xxiii) Instruction in the use of topical over-the-counter musculoskeletal medication.  

(xxiv) Information about what developmental disabilities personnel are prohibited from administering, 

which includes but is not limited to:  

(a) An intramuscular injection;  

(b) An intravenous injection; 5123-6-06 7  

(c) A subcutaneous injection, except a subcutaneous injection of insulin or prescribed 

medication for the treatment of metabolic glycemic disorders, provided the developmental 

disabilities personnel are trained and hold subcutaneous injection by nursing delegation 

certification in accordance with this rule and the subcutaneous injection of insulin or prescribed 

medication for the treatment of metabolic glycemic disorders is delegated to a specific person 

by a licensed nurse pursuant to section 5123.42 of the Revised Code and this chapter;  

(d) Any prescribed medication administered through a nasogastric tube or an unstable or 

unlabeled gastrostomy tube or an unstable or unlabeled jejunostomy tube; and  

(e) Any debriding agent used in the treatment of a skin condition or minor abrasion.  

(xxv) Instruction in the use of commercially packaged rectal diazepam gel for the treatment of epilepsy 

as prescribed by a licensed health professional authorized to prescribe drugs.  

(xxvi) Instruction in the use of commercially packaged glucagon for the treatment of hypoglycemia as 

prescribed by a licensed health professional authorized to prescribe drugs. Teaching must be completed 

and nursing delegation must be in place prior to administration of glucagon.  

(xxvii) Instruction in potential drug reactions, including known side effects, interactions, and the proper 

course of action if a side effect occurs, and sources for prescribed medication information (such as 

pharmacist, physician, nurse, or poison control center).  

(xxviii) The requirements for documentation of prescribed medication administered, missed, held, or 

refused to, by, or for each individual.  
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(xxix) The definition of a medication/treatment error and requirements for documentation and 

notification of unusual incidents and major unusual incidents related to medication/treatment errors. 

(xxx) Information regarding the appropriate and secure storage and care of prescribed medication. 

5123-6-06 8  

(xxxi) Instruction that in settings where developmental disabilities personnel are administering 

prescribed medication, with or without nursing delegation, medication may be administered only from 

pharmacy-labeled or manufacturer-labeled containers and only by the person who prepared the dosage 

from those containers.  

(xxxii) Information and instruction about who may receive and who may transcribe physician orders and 

prescriptions into a prescribed medication administration record or treatment administration record 

specific to each category pursuant to rule 5123:2-6-03 of the Administrative Code.  

(xxxiii) Performance of a successful return demonstration for each route of prescribed medication 

administration in which developmental disabilities personnel are trained.  

(xxxiv) Performance of a successful return demonstration for each health-related activity in which 

developmental disabilities personnel are trained.  

(xxxv) Information that health-related activities are performed only pursuant to nursing delegation 

except for individuals:  

(a) Receiving family support services or services from certified supported living providers, if the 

services are offered or provided pursuant to Chapter 5123. or Chapter 5126. of the Revised 

Code;  

(b) Receiving residential support services from certified home and community-based services 

providers, if the services are received in a community living arrangement that includes no more 

than four individuals;  

(c) Residing in a residential facility with five or fewer beds; or  

(d) Receiving adult day services in a setting where services are provided to sixteen or fewer 

individuals.  

(xxxvi) Information and instruction on the concepts underlying each step for performing health-related 

activities according to current standards of safe practice, including instruction in the correct and safe 

practices, procedures, and techniques for performing health-related activities. 

(xxxvii) Instruction in the usual parameters of health-related activities and instruction in the course of 

action to be taken when parameters of health-related activities are above or below those taught.  

(xxxviii) Completion of written examination pursuant to paragraph (D) (1)(d) of this rule.  

(xxxix) Requirements for individual-specific training which shall occur after certification and prior to 

administration of prescribed medication or performance of health-related activities. The employer of 

developmental disabilities personnel, the delegating nurse, or the county board shall ensure that 

developmental disabilities personnel receive individual-specific training. 


